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STAYING RELEVANT

We need to convey a clearer message about hunting’s bengfits

to the non}mnting community.

he desire to understand our place

I in nature is an ancient human
preoccupation, arising long be-

fore our earliest recognized civilizations.
Indeed, the emphasis given to this by
hunter-gatherer societies, our longest
and most successful social enterprise by
far, gave rise to the extraordinary world
of myth and ritual that are among the
great hallmarks of our humanity. In
this sense, it can be argued that modern
art and religion were born in a womb of
uncertainty, an intense and shadowed
place where man’s sense of uniqueness
conflicted with his inescapable depen-
dence upon the wild others he pursued
and killed. It would appear little has

The reasons we hunt go far beyond enjoying
the outdoors or spending time with friends.
The deeply personal motivations that lead us
afield and the sense of connection with our
quarry are much more difficult concepts to
put into words.
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changed, and modern
debates over our dual citi-
zenship, as both nature’s
consumers and custodi-
ans all, are unlikely to go
away anytime soon.

In this conceptual
struggle, hunting has
emerged as one of the
most contentious issues
ofall. Why in the modern
world, it is asked, should
the wilful pursuit and
taking of wild creatures
be allowed? Obviously, for many people,
experiences with wildlife can include the
stalking and voyeuristic capture of the
animal, visually or with camera, but not
extend to predatory engagement. Many
individuals thus condemn hunting as an
anachronism and unnecessary cruelty.
By focusing on the animal’s death, they
come to condemn the hunting process
that leads to it. While it may be conve-
nient for hunters to condemn such ideas
outright, or ascribe them to a fringe
“animal rights crowd,” the reality is that
many people who hold such oppositional
views towards hunting are neither fringe
elements nor animal rights activists.
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They simply don’t see any societal value
in hunting, and therefore see the pain
and death of wild creatures that result as
unnecessary and unacceptable.

Many of these individuals care deep-
ly about wildlife and conservation. In this
sense, they rightfully deserve both our
respect and willingness to explain. They
are, after all, on our side—although not
on the same team. If they are led to hon-
estly ask us, “Why do you hunt?” and
“What relevance does hunting have to-
day?” then I believe, as hunters, we have
a responsibility to answer truthfully.
But this, it appears, is not such an easy
task. Most often hunters respond to the
question of “why” by explaining some of
the benefits they personally derive while
hunting, rather than the deeply personal
motivations that lead them to pursue
it. Thus they will cite time outdoors, or
the exercise benefits, or the opportunity
to spend time with friends and family
as the reasons for their hunting activi-
ties—to which the opponents of hunting
respond, but why do these things need to
end in the death of a beautiful creature?
Can you not derive these pleasantries
without killing things? The truthful an-
swet, of course, is we can, and often do.

These perspectives obviously frus-
trate hunters, believing as we do that our
engagements with wild animals lead us
to become elite advocates for their con-
servation and protection. We see the eco-
nomic and political support that hunters
have so long provided as critical to wild-
life. We further point out that under
many circumstances hunting can help
reduce negative wildlife impacts that
can undermine crucial public support
for this resource. We point to animal
diseases, threats to human property and
safety, and habitat destruction or altera-
tion as just some of the negative impacts
that unrestrained wildlife populations,
native or invasive, can inflict on society.
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Applying for Special Permits?

Altimus Adventures Guide Service® Licensed in 9 states
Specializing in Fair Chase Trophy Hunting For states requiring up—front money H.AS.
will issue a guaranteed check using H.A.S.
funds, recommend areas, complete your
application, and submit to state game agencies.
en up-front money is not required H.A.S.
will complete your application for a minimal

fee of $50.

Join HAS. today and take advantage of the
knowledge and eXFerhse of people for whom
hunting is a way of life, not just a way to make
a living. Let HA.S. do everythmg possible to
help you draw that tag of a lifetime!

New Mexico Oryx- 40"bull
Stephanie Altimus
Sept 2009

Established 1997
Larry L. and Stephanie Altimus

<

PO Box 552
Pearce, AZ 85625
ph/fax: 520-826-1032
altimus @vtc.net
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Hunting, we argue, can help deal with
these issues, at no cost to the taxpayer.
So, doesn’t everybody win? And if hunt
ers don’t do this, who will?

This is all true, at least in part. Un-
fortunately for hunting, there are also
many exceptions to these arguments. In
fact, we hunt only a tiny percentage of
the wildlife species in North America.
Most animal populations rise and fall
with no influence from hunting what-
soever, and relatively few examples of
hunting effectively regulating animal
populations can actually be found. Fur-
thermore, many hunted species have
reached incredible numbers, far beyond
what hunting can reasonably control.
Certainly it is true that hunters, through
license sales and tax levies, do fund an
incredible array of conservation pro-
grams, supporting game and non-game
species management and research, and
purchasing extensive amounts of habi-
tat for biodiversity in general. However,
considerable public funding from gen-
eral revenues is also applied to wildlife
conservation in North America, often
far more than hunters are aware of or
will acknowledge. Yet, there can be no
doubt, that, per capita, hunters pay the
greatest freight, and this fact we empha-
size too little.

So where does this leave us? It leaves
us in desperate need of a more fundamen-
tal debate and dialogue on the issues of
why we hunt and the relevance of hune
ing in modern times. It may be fashion-
able or convenient to reduce arguments
in favor of hunting to simplistic catego-
ries or half-truths, but in the end these
arguments will fail us where it matters
most; in the fight for the hearts of the
public majority who still support hunt
ing, for the support of those who may
be opposed but are truly open-minded,
and for our own lifelong commitments
to our greatest engagement with nature.
In support of hunting, we need strong,
clear arguments, based on real evidence
and delivered with enlightened passion.
What organization will rise to lead this
charge, I wonder?

Breaking Records at
the 2010 DSC Convention

The benchmarks of success have never been
loftier. The recent Dallas Safari Club/Sports
Afield 2010 hunting convention concluded with
several confirmed and pending new records for
expo exhibits, total attendance, gate revenue, auc-
tion proceeds, all of which translates to record
funding for the DSC mission in the coming year.

“We blew the doors off some previous re-
cords, most notably our fundraising totals for
conservation and education projects worldwide,”
said Ben Carter, executive director of DSC. “The
economy may be down but it didn't appear so at
our convention.”

Expo traffic was heavy for much of the show.
Hans Vermaak of South Africa’s Coenraad Ver-
maak Safaris, the longest-operating safari outfit
in Africa, said, “People who have money are still
booking safaris and buying a lot of things, which
is great. It's almost as though they’re buying even
more safaris right now because there are so many
deals to be had”

Anso Thormahlen of Thormahlen and Co-
chran Safaris echoed, “We had a very good show
after traffic picked up on the first day. We booked
several safaris and, as always, thank DSC for the
opportunity to be here.”

The convention was at the Dallas Conven-
tion Center for the first time. “This was our first
year in a big, new facility that gave us room to
grow and I couldn’t be more pleased with the
end result. We'll be at the Dallas Convention
Center at least through 2015 so there’s also room
to grow our event experience and proficiency in
our new home. I expect our show to get better
and better,” said Carter.

Carter added that the DSC event will continue
to be the first major sporting expo each year, annu-
ally offering hunters their first opportunity to shop
and book dates with top outfitters.

Among the distinguished guests at the con-
vention were: Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, Tex-
as; Actress Anne Lockhart; NRA Executive Vice
President and CEO Wayne LaPierre; Actor Gerald
McRaney; Congressman Pete Sessions, Texas; Sgt.
Ist Class Greg Stube; Actor Marshall Teague; Gen.
Chuck Yeager; Congressman Don Young, Alaska.

Awards were presented to a number of DSC
members, recognizing them for outstanding
commitment to hunting and the outdoors. Award

of Excellence: Frank Sweeney; Colin Caruthers Young
Hunter Award: Chase Phillips; ].J. Malek South Pacific
Grand Slam Award: Craig Boddington; Outfitter of the
Year Award: Peter Thormahlen of Thormahlen and
Cochran Safaris; Outstanding Hunting Achievement
Award: Tom Montgomery; Peter Hathaway Capstick
Hunting Heritage Award: Hubert Thummler; Sport-
ing Heritage Award of Excellence from Sporting Clas-
sics: Dallas Safari Club.—DSC

DSC convention highlights, by the numbers:

$400,000: Gain in auction proceeds over 2009
(estimate, pending new record).

300,000: Square feet of exhibit space (new record).

$40,000: Top bid for an elephant hunt with African
outfitter Coenraad Vermaak Safaris.

$40,000: Top bid for an Arizona commissioner’s elk tag.

30,800: Attendance based on sales of day passes.

1,100: Show exhibits (new record).
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